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Grammar, Concord, Inflection

* Nouns, Modifiers, Verbs are inflected

% Parts of speech have concord based on their
Gender, Number, Case

* Nouns and their Modifiers have
declensions. They are declined.

% Verbs have conjugations. They are
conjugated.




Nouns

* Number: Singular, Plural

% Gender:
— Masculine (50%)
— Feminine (30%)
— Neuter (20%)

* Lots of confusion especially when
Scandinavian words are mixed In




Nouns

% Strong and Weak nouns
% Strong nouns were more common

% Strong nouns can be broken into groups
according to their distinct inflectional
endings

% Weak nouns more general inflectional
endings. Sometimes calleestems



Nouns

Case

Nominative
— Includes vocative

Accusative: expresses the object immediately atebly the action
(what?), the direct object.

Genitive: expresses the possessive meaning: winbs#tat? Also
after the expression meanifudl of , free of , worthy of , guilty oktc.

Dative: expresses the object towards which th@aas directed.
After the after the verbs like "say to smb", "sanab", "give to smb";
"known to smb", "necessary for smth / smb", "clasemb", "peculiar

for smth". N _ _ _ _
Also with prepositions in expressions likem the enemy, against the

wind, on the shore




Nouns: astems most common

a-stems (Strong Nouns)

Masc (short) Masc (long) | Neut (short] Neuter (long) Neuter (br
hound stone ship sheep deer
Singular
Nom. hund $in scip s€ap cor
Acc. hund gtn scip s€ap ctor
Gen hundes stnes scipes sEapes deores
Dat. hunde dhe scipe stape @ore
Plural
Nom.-Acc. | hundas stinas scipu scap ) deor (@)
Gen hunda sha scipa stapa @ora
Dat. hundum anhum scipum sfAapum @orum




Nouns:o-stems were Feminine

o-stems (Strong Nouns) i-stems  u-stems
Fem (short) | Fem (short] Fem (long)| Fem Fem
love gift lore deed door
Singular
Nom. lufu giefu lar deed duru
Acc. lufe giefe lare deed (-e) duru
Gen lufe giefe lare déede dura
Dat. lufe giefe lare déde dura
Plural
Nom.-Acc. | lufa giefa (-e) ira (-e) déda dura
Gen lufa giefa (-ena) | dra déda dura
Dat. lufum giefum arum dedum durum




Nouns: estems, vowel mutation

r-stems (Strong Noung)Root-consonant ste msrfutation)

Masc (short) Masc (long)|| Fem Masc| Masc
child egg book foot man
Singular
Nom. ¢ild 2o boc fot mann
Acc. ¢ild e boc fot mann
Gen cildes Boes boces, l&¢ | fotes mannes
Dat. cilde Boe bec fet menn
Plural
Nom.- ¢ildru Ba(e)ru béc fet menn
AcCcC.
Gen cildra 2o(e)ra boca bHta manna
Dat. cildrum bocum Hbtum | mannum

a&g(e)rum




I-mutation

% I-mutation
This interesting feature changed many of
Old English words on a very early stage of
the language's history. It Is caused lpgr |)
In the next syllable, it affects all vowels,
except ande.Vowels move from their
back position to the new front one:

% http://babaev.tripod.com/archive/grammar4l.html




I-mutation

¥
XK

a > e(framian > fremman)

& > e (teelian > tellan)

a > ae' (larian>lae'ran)

0 > e(ofstian > efstan)

0 > e(doémian > déman)

u >y (fullian > fyllan)

U > y(cupian > cypan)

ea > ie (earmipu > iermpu)

éa > ie (geléafian > geliefan)

eo > le (afeorrian > afierran, afyrran)
€0 > ie (getréowi > getriewe, getrive)



Nouns: weak nouns

n-stems (Weak Nouns)

Masc Masc Neuter Fem [ Fem

OX name eye earth sun
Singular
Nom. oxa nama | cage eoroe sunne
Acc. oxan naman | éagan eordan | sunnan
Gen oxan naman | éagan eordan | sunnan
Dat. oxan naman | éagan eordan | sunnan
Plural
Nom.-Acc. | oxan naman | éagan eordan | sunnan
Gen oxena | namend éagena | eordeng sunna
Dat. OXum [ namum | éagum | eordum [ sunnum




Nouns

* eyen, housen, shoen, treen

% one broper > two broper > brethren
% cu > oy - kine




Mutated vowels? Irregular Plurals

* Which modern English words are plurals with
mutated vowels?

¥ man > men, woman > women

% foot > feet, goose > geese, tooth > teeth
¥ mouse > mice, louse > lice

% OX > 0oxen

* brother > brethren

% broc > breeches

* child > children, @ > kine




OE noun declension summary

Strong declensiora, ja, wa, 0, |0, W0, -stems

Masc. Neut. Fem.
So. Pl. So. Pl. So. Pl.
N - -as - -u(-) |- -a
G -es -a -es -a -e -a
D -e -um |-e -um -e -um
A | -as - -u(-) |-e -a
Weak declension u-stems
So. Pl. So. Pl.
N - -an - -a
G -an -ena -a -a
D -an -um -a -um
A -an -an - -a




Modifiers: Demonstratives

% Demonstrative showed concord with the
number and gender (when singular) of th
noun they were modifying.




Modifiers: = Definite article

That, The

Masc

Neuter Feminine

Singular

Nom.

se se

o | B

AcCcC.

pbone

paet Pa

Gen

baes

baes

Dat.

pbaem, pam

pbaem, pam

Plural

Nom.-Acc.

pa

Gen

para, peera

Dat.

pbaem, pam




Modifiers:

This, Those
Masc Neuter Feminine
Singular
Nom. bes bis hEOS
Acc. hisne bis has
Gen hisses bisses hisse
Dat. hissum bissum hisse
Plural
Nom.-Acc. bas
Gen bissa
Dat.

pissum




Modifiers: Adjectives

* Adjectives were Inflected for case, numbe
and gender

#* Also had weak and strong declensions




Modifiers: Adjectives

* Weak used after demonstratives and
possessive pronouns (when the noun was
definite)

— se ealda manfthe old man, that old man’
— min ealda feond‘my old friend’

#* Strong used with indefinite nouns or when it
Isn’t right next to the definite noun
— se mann Is ealdhe man is old’

— ealde menrold men’



Strong declension of

‘good man’ (guman Is an-stem)
Singular Plural
Nom |god guma ¢gde guman
Acc |godne guman gde guman
Gen |godes guman édra gumena
Dat |godum guman gdum gumun
Ins | gode guman




Weak declension of
‘good man’ (Rstem noun)

Singular

Plura

Nom

se ggda guma

b godan guman

Acc |pone gdan guman | § godan guman

Gen |paes gdan guman | fra godra (godena)
gumena

Dat | p&= godan guman | {&x» godum gumun

ns p}; gO_ dan guman




Adjectives

* Comparative and Superlative versions of
adjectives were formed by adding -ra or -
to the adjective

* earm(poor)> earmra > earmost
% bleec(black)> bleecra > blacost




Adjectives

% Some adjectives had mutations In their root
vowels when their comparative and
superlative forms were created

% eald(old) > yldra > yldest

ald > eldra > eldest

strong > strengra > strengest
long > lengra > lengest
geong(young)> gingra > gingest




Adjectives

% There were some adjectives with irregular
comparative and superlative forms

% god (good)— bet(e)ra — betst (orefra - selest)
yfel (bad)- wiersa - wierest
micel (much)- mara - maest
Iytel (little) - |aessa - kest
fear (far) - fierra - fierrest, fyrrest
néah (near)- nearra - niehst, yhst
&r (early)- arra - eerest
fore (before)- furpra - fyrest(first)

# http://babaev.tripod.com/archive/grammar42.html#4




Adjectives

% Some superlatives were formed with an alternative
suffix —(u)ma
— forma — but the m lost it superlative force, so —est was
added also.

— formest, midmesttemest, innemest

% These words were misunderstood as meaning most
— foremost, midmost, utmost, inmost

* Now we have a productive suffix in modern
English
— uppermost, furthermost, topmost




Adjectives: suffixes

OO, WDN =

© 0

. -ede(group "adjective stem + substantive stemtjicelhéafdede

(large-headed)

. 1hte (from substantives with mutationptrnihte (thorny)

. 49 (from substantives with mutationhalig (holy), mistig (misty)
. -en, -in (with mutation) -gylden(golden),wyllen (wollen)

. 4sc (nationality) -Englisc, Welisc, mennisthuman)

. -sum(from stems of verbs, adjectives, substantivef)bsum

(peaceful) hiersum(obedient)

. feald (from stems of numerals, adjectivePriefeald(threefold)
. full (from abstract substantive stemsprgfull (sorrowful)

. 4éas(from verbal and nominal stems$leepléagsleepless)

10. dic (from substantive and adjective stemeprplic(earthly)
11. weard(from adjective, substantive, adverb stemaheweard

i
=

(internal),hamweard(homeward)

http://babaev.tripod.com/archive/grammar42.html#4



Pronouns

x Still very complex in modern English




OE Personal Pronouns

singular dual

first person| | we two we

N IC Wit wWe

unc (uncit) | s (@Esic)

A
G uncer ire (izser)
D

unc Us




Second person

singular

second
person

you

N

git

ge

INc (Incit)

eow (eowic)

Incer

eower

A
G
D

INC

eow




Third person: he, Iit, she, they

Masc

Neu

Fem

Plural

he

hit

neo, hie, I,
N0,

hie, I, hy, hio

hit

N, hie, by

hie, I, hy, hio

his

nire, hiere,
nyre

nira, hiera,
neora

him

nire, hiere,

nyre

Nim, heom




Interrogative Pronouns (singular)

Masc/Fem Neut

hwa (who) hweaet (what)

hwone hweet

hwaes (whose)

hwem, hwam (whom)

hw}_/, hwl (why) Awon




Verbs

% Modern English has regular and irregular
verbs.

* What are the features?




Verbs

* Old English had

% Strong Verbs:

— About 300 of the most common verbs
— Past and PP with a vowel change

% Weak Verbs
— Past and PP with a dental suffix (t or d)
% Other Verbs

— Suppletive Verbs: be, go, do
— Preterit-Present Verbs: Now our modals




Verbs

#* Strong Verbs

% Seven classes based on the vowel change:
— infinitive > past sing > past plural > pp
— (see Millward 103)

* Verbs are also conjugated
— (see Millward 104)




OE Strong Verbs: Present tense

U250 ]

Class Class 2 | Class 3" | Class 4 | Class 5 Class 6
L drifan ceosan singan | stelan | sprecan scacan
Infinitive _ R . . ;
1Sg | diife ceose singe stile sprice scaece
= , » — ) . .
2 | 2Sg drifst ceosest sINgst stilst spricst scaecst
3 - -
= s - . -
= | 35g drifd ceosed singd stild spricd scaecd
Pl drifad cEosad singad | stilad | spricad scaecad
o | Sg drife ceose singe stile sprice scaece
' Pl drifen ceosen singen stilen spricen scEecen
= | 2S¢ drif CEos sing stil spric sCEC
=
E d - gu _— - a - - . - .
= | 2Pl rifad ceosa singad stilad spricad scaecad
Participle | drifende | cEosende |singende | stilende | spricende | scacende
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* Weak Verbs
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OE Weak Verbs: Present tense

masald

Weak Ia Weak Ib feak IT Weak ITI
Infiniive fremman h:ﬂm:m1 |Gc1an habban
“to do’ ‘to bum “to lock’ ‘to have’
1 Sg fremme beerne locie hzebbe
g 2 5z fremest bamst IGcast haefst
% 35p fremep baernp lGcap hafia)p
Pl fremmap bzmap lGciap habbap
» Sg fremme barne locie habbe
= Pl fremmen bzmen |Geien hzebben
= 235z freme baern loca hafa
L 2Pl fremmap bzmap lGciap habbap
Participle fremmende bzermende |Gciende hzbbende




OE Weak Verbs: Past tense

Weak Ia Weak Ib Weak II Wealk III
. fremman barnan locian habban
Infinitive . . . . . ,
to do to burn ‘to look’ to have
— 1,3Sg freme. e b:ﬂ'ﬂ;:jﬁ- locq:p heef| -2
= ) 7 7 — 3
> | B 2 Sg freme pst | baern-pst | l0cq-est h:eﬁ Pt
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Syntax

»* Word order Is not as important in OE
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OE Word Order: Sentences

SVO

He ceseah pone mann

hefNom) saw the man{Acc)

VSO

Pa sende s8 cyning  pone disc

then sent the king{Nom) the dishiAcc)

SOV

Pa he bone cyning  sohte  hé beotode

When he(Nom) the king(Acc) wisited. he(Nom) boasted

HEéo hine I®rde

shefNom) humiAcc)  advised




OE Word Order: Nouns

Adj-N Da beorhtan steorran More than one modifier
the bright stars

niine pegnas twegen

wlance uﬂg 5111'11335 my  servants two

proud  warriors _ _
an fet fyder-scyte and brad

a vessel four-cornered and broad
bE'.‘ﬁ_t'l'l Lunweaxen
boy  vouthful

men leofan

men dear




OE Word Order: Verb Phrases

Negation

Ne + verb
Ne geseah ic n®afre pa burg

Not saw I ever that town
se cymncg ne sceall arisan of  dam bedde

the king not shall arise from the bed

Multiple Negation
He cwap pet nan man ne bude be nordan him.

He said that no man not lived by north him.
"He said that no man lived to the north of him”
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Translation practice

. Seé cyning \&es swift

. Se biscop wae<ad

. se fisc swam under paerarss

. Se cyning lufapgpcwen

. £0 cwen lufap pone cyning

. Se biscopierde [a cwen

. pone cyning cysef@s cwen
8. peet hors gealdde se biscop

% McCully & Hilles. (2005). The Earliest English. p. 22
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Pronunciation and Spelling: Vowels

* Vowel length was a significant distinction

% Our conventions:

— When writing
e macron over long vowelgod ‘good’ vs.god‘god’

— With phonetic transcriptions
 colon after long vowels [go:d] vgpd]
% Sometimes Old English scribes marked long
vowels with a slanting line

— god




Pronunciation and Spelling: Vowels

¥ aas inhabban(have) * 4 as inham(home)
% geas inpaet(that) x & as Inde/(deal)
% eas Insettan(set) % ¢ as Infedan(feed)

¥ 1 as Insittan(sit) ¥ 7as Inridan(ride)
% 0as inmodogmoth)  x* ¢ as infoda (food)
¥ U as insundor(sunder) * # as inmis (mouse)
% y as infyllan (fill) % ¥ as Inmys (mice)
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